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SUBJECT: CALL ON AFGHAN MINISTER OF PLANNING BY NEA DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ADOLPH DUBS 

1 . AFGHAN MIN PLAN KHURRAM RECEIVED VISITING NEA DEP ASST SECY 
DUBS EVENING OE OCTOBER 19 FOR USEFUL CALL. KHURRAM, WHO ONLY 
MINUTES BEFORE HAD RETURNED FROM SEVERAL DAYS IN IRAN, WAS IN 
OBVIOUS GOOD SPIRITS. HE OBSERVED THAT HIS TRIP HAD BEEN VERY 
PRODUCTIVE AND THAT HE AND THE IRANIANS "HAD AGREED ON EVERY- 
THING." 

2. RESPONDING TO DUBS' QUESTIONS, KHURRAM NOTED THAT PREPARATION 
OF THE NEW SEVEN YEAR PLAN WAS PROCEEDING WELL AND THAT HE EX- 
PECTED IT WOULD BE INAUGURATED IN ABOUT EIGHT MONTHS. (NOTE: 

THIS INDICATES SOME SLIPPAGE FROM ORIGINAL TARGET DATE OE THE 
AFGHAN NEW YEAR, MARCH 21.) NO PLANNING PROBLEMS HAD BEEN EN- 
COUNTERED RE PROJECT AID, HE SAID, EXCEPT EOR SOVIET- SPONSORED 
PROJECTS. THE SOVS, UNLIKE OTHER DONORS, INSIST THAT AFGHANS 
FINANCE UP TO 60 PCT. OF LOCAL COSTS, AND THIS POSES REAL 
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3. KHURRAM ALSO SAID THAT UNDER THE NEW PLAN, AGRICULTURAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS WOULD BE GIVEN APPROXIMATELY EQUAL PRIORITY, 
WITH AGRICULTURE HAVING A SLIGHT EDGE. MINERALS EXPLOITATION, 
PARTICULARLY THE DEVELOPMENT OE IRON ORE RESOURCES, WOULD ALSO 
BE EMPHASIZED. THE MINISTER ADDED THAT DEVELOPMENT OE THE 
HAJIGAK IRON DEPOSITS HAD BEEN A SPECIFIC TOPIC OP DISCUSSION WITH 
THE IRANIANS, AND THAT THEY HAD AGREED TO ASSIST IN EXPLOITING 
THIS VALUABLE APGHAN NATURAL RESOURCE. 

4. DUBS TOOK THE OPPORLJNITY TO EXPRESS PLEASURE AT THE AGREEMENT 
OP OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON PROJECTS WHICH AID THE RURAL POOR AND 
ON THE FIXED COST REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDUR. 

5. JOMMENT: IT IS RARE TO HEAR CRITICISM OP SOVIET AID PROCEDURES 
BY AFGHAN OFFICIALS. KHURKAM' COMMENTS NO DOUBT REFLECT THE 
GREATER DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH THE GOA FEELS AS THEIR DEPENDENCE 
ON SOVIET AID IS LESSENED BY AID COMMITMENTS FROM NON-TRADITIONAL 
DONORS - IN PARTICULAR, IRAN. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO EMBASSY 
TEHRAN HAS ON KHURRAM'S VISIT. 
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